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he cared too little for sport, especially hunting, while
Francis shocked his learned tutors because he was really
interested in nothing else. Throughout his life Francis
also loved practical jokes. Even when he later assumed
the dignified responsibilities of a Holy Roman Emperor
he was known to have surprised a young couple on their
wedding evening. With several companions he broke
into the house and gave them an impromptu party.

Francis was always bad at his lessons. His shocking
spelling and handwriting evoked severe letters from his
father until Leopold realised that the Emperor was
more concerned with the boy's ability as a hunter than
as a speller. Francis's French deteriorated in Austria,
yet at the same time his German did not improve. As
a contemporary pointed out when he was a grown man:
" His French letters seem to have been written by a
German, while his German correspondence might have
been written by a Frenchman with a slight knowledge
of foreign languages/'

Francis always spent most of the summer at Charles's
hunting lodge at Laxenburg. His tutors accompanied
him, but he devoted little time to his studies. Cobenzl,
however, a lax and optimistic teacher, assured Duke
Leopold by letter that though the youth " hunted with
the Emperor every morning at nine o'clock " and <f again
in the afternoon/' this did not "interfere with his
regular lessons in the least/'

Charles would never have admitted to himself that
he was interfering with his protege's lessons. In theory
the Emperor was actively interested in Francis's educa-
tion. The Emperor gave orders that every six months
the young Prince was to submit to an examination
before a committee consisting of Cobenzl, Neippeig,
Chancellor Sinzendorf, and several learned scholars.